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years I had wasted in barren scepticism and
doubt. I was sceptical not merely of all religious
tenets and beliefs, but even of the very founda-
tions of ethics and morality. Such a life became
altogether unbearable, and, closing my office,
I started on a tour, all alone, to think out the
problem for myself.

" One advised me to read the Christian
Gospels and Thomas a Kempis' famous book ;
two others opined that a study of the Bhagavad
Gita alone could set my heart at rest. Moham-
medanism did not appeal much to me, though
it was the latest religion and should have profited
by all the rest that went before it. Buddhism
seemed to me to be the most noble and most
humane. Christianity, especially the Sermon on
the Mount, came next, in its power of appealing
to human sympathies ; but it was badly handi-
capped by a narrow interpretation and an
indiscriminating claim to wholesale revelation.
Further, like Buddhism, its ethics were not
literally practicable to any individual or nation
desiring material prosperity and worldly success.
While Christ taught His disciples to love their
enemies and to show their left cheek if they were
beaten on the right one, the national anthem
of the most Christian nation in the world prayed
to the very God c to arise and scatter their
enemies and make them fall'; and all the